
City of Riverbank 
Compost Giveaway 

 
The City of Riverbank is giving free compost to residents in partnership with organic waste recycler, Gilton Solid 
Waste.  This compost is a product of our curbside organics recycling program.  The program is a way to give 
back to the community while meeting regulations required by Senate Bill 1383.   
 

Guidelines: 
• The City of Riverbank will have scheduled days for the 

Compost Giveaway. 
• Compost will be offered on a first-come, first-served basis. 

There are no reservations. 
• Residents must bring their own shovel, containers or 

buckets to load the materials yourself. 
• Residents will need to self-load their own vehicle. 
• Pick-up trucks must tarp their loads. 
• Compost available while supplies last. 

 

Compost Giveaway Schedule: 
 
 Date:    Only Saturday, April 11, 2026 

Friday, May 15, 2026 and Saturday, May 16, 2026 
Friday, June 12, 2026 and Saturday June 13, 2026 
Friday, July 10, 2026 and Saturday, July 11, 2026 
 

 Time:    8:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. (or until compost runs out)  
 Pick-up Location:  3134 Sierra Street (corner of Sierra & 2nd St), Riverbank, CA 

 

What is compost? 
Compost is nature’s way of recycling. Recycling food and other organic waste into compost provides a range of 
environmental benefits, including improving soil health, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, recycling nutrients 
and mitigating the impact of droughts. Compost is decomposed organic matter, often derived from urban plant 
debris and food waste.   
 

Reasons why you should use compost instead of fertilizer: 
 Compost is free and sustainable! It gives leftover food scraps a new life. 
 Because compost is made of organic materials, it contains the good nutrients your plants need and none 

of the harmful additives. 
 Compost eliminates the chance of rain carrying fertilizer toxins to our storm drains. 
 Compost increases plant growth. 
 Compost improves soil structure through the addition of beneficial bacteria and fungi. 
 Compost improves soil water retention. 

 

How do I use compost? 
 Use it as a soil amendment: Mix compost into your garden soil to improve its structure, fertility, and water-

holding capacity. For best results, add a layer of compost to your garden beds in the fall or early spring, 
and mix it in with a garden fork or tiller. 

 Use it as a top dressing: Spread a thin layer of compost over your lawn, garden beds, or potted plants to 
provide a slow-release source of nutrients. Be sure to avoid smothering the plants’ stems or crowns. 

 Make compost tea: Steep a handful of compost in a bucket of water for a few days, stirring occasionally, 
to create a nutrient-rich liquid fertilizer. Dilute the compost tea with water and use it to water your plants. 
Use it as a seed starting mix: 

 Mix compost with vermiculite or perlite to create a nutrient-rich seed starting mix that promotes healthy 
seedling growth. 

 

Need compost in Bulk? 
City of Riverbank Residents, Multi-Family Homes and Business can get compost in bulk directly from Gilton Solid 
Waste Management.  A Direct Service Provider Agreement must be filled out.  Please contact the Development 
Services Department at 209-863-7127 for more information. 

 

 

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/Organics/SLCP/collection/
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